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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS: 


We are all familiar with the improvements that 
VicRail has made to country train travel and from all 
accounts public response has been most encouraging. 
However, significant ‘‘cosmetic’’ improvements are not 
enough. To ensure that patronage levels continue to 
increase the morale and attitude of supporting staff must 
complement the new service. 

The reputation enjoyed by many competitive public 
transport operators has been won largely by the co-opera- 
tion and friendly nature demonstrated by its staff. Cheap 
fares are not necessarily the only drawcard. 

To survive in this heavily competitive field, VicRail 
must ensure that staff who are closely involved with the 
travelling public — the people who keep them in a job — 
are sufficiently capable of upholding a proper and suita- 
ble image of the service. 


Front Cover: T356 and T386 await departure from Mount 
Gambier at 09 00 at the head of a Portland goods 19.1.83. 


(L. Sutton) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 


Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 


May - April — $17.00 
November - April — $9.00 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway hap 
penings and related items. Opinions expressed in Newsrail 
are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its members. 
Material published in Newsrail may be reproduced with 
acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. All articles and 
illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
publisher. ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: Third series X class are rare visitors to 
Swan Hill. Here we see X48 leading B84 as they depart 
for Melbourne with power to spare. 11.4.82. (Linda 
Dennis) 


Opposite below: W242, W251 and W248 rest at Ballarat 
Loco as they await their next turn of duty. Fri.30.4.82. 
(Greg King) 
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The Dynamometer Car xi 


Over the last 12 months or so, we have had a few 
photos of the Dynamometer car carrying out tests 
around the State. Here we see it on 14.10.59 at Pirron 
Yallock as it carried out freight train speed trials with 
V, BB, QR and a C van. Built by the then SAR at 
Islington workshops in 1933/34, the car is the only 


fully-equipped testing vehicle in use in Australia and as 
such played a vital role in improving steam locomotive 
performance during the ‘‘improved front end” 
modification era in the 1930’s. The car was painted in 
1945 in what can only be described as “‘bilious yellow’’. 
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Around the System 


An interior view of BRN5 showing a view past the coffee machine to storage and preparation 
areas. (Roderick B Smith) 


On Tues.15.2, I set out for Newport and Dynon in 
search of information on a number of topics, including 
the new BRN cars, scrapped locos, radio-equipped 
locos, B class rebuilds and inter-working of locos. 
Unfortunately, not only didn’t I find all of the answers, 
but also revealed more questions. 

An interest in the new N cars, particularly the BRN 
snack-bars, was sparked off in me some months ago, 
when I noted 20BRN in set N7. Some months later, in 
November, I sighted a new 29BRN in set N10. Then, 
in January 1983, I was amazed by the rapid changes 
amongst the N sets. In a bid to have as many sets con- 
taining BRN cars, VR have stopped constructing BN 
cars, outshopping only BRNs and ACNs. In order of 
numbering, they are grouped BRN, BRN, ACN. Now, 
to give consists of BN, BRN, ACN, the earlier, BRN 
— less sets, NI-N6, N8 and N9 — are being recalled, 
one at a time, and split up, with a BN being removed, 
and a BRN being inserted between the remaining BN 
and ACN. The loose BN goes onto the remaining BRN 
and ACN. Thus, from a BN, BN, ACN and a BRN, 
BRN, ACN set, two BN, BRN, ACN sets are formed. 
The first set to go was set N9, which combined with 
new set N11, to give 25BN, 31BRN, 33ACN and 
26BN, 32BRN, 27ACN. Set N8 followed almost 
immediately, combining with set N12 to form 22BN, 
34BRN, 24ACN and 23BN, 35BRN, 36ACN. While at 
Newport, I noted cars 17BN and 18ACN, from N6, 
and assumed this is the next split set. Sure enough, it 
has combined with N13, as I sighted 16BN, 37BRN, 
39ACN on 21.2. This makes the other set 17BN, 
38BRN, 18ACN. From the order in which the sets are 
being done, I assume N5 will be next, with N14, then 
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N4 and N15, and so on, since all sets are to include a 
BRN car. Whether or not re-numbering will occur (e.g. 
34BRN to 23BRN to give 22BN, 23BRN, 24ACN and 
so on) is uncertain at this stage. 

20BRN, the prototype, is unique, because the actual 
snack-bar equipment (counter, etc) is on the opposite 
side of the car to those in the other BRN cars. I was 
told 20BRN was a bad arrangement, since the location 
of the snack-bar set-up made the car too heavy on that 
side, making it lop-sided, with a lean of almost 3 
inches, and put it in danger of tipping over. It was only 
through major changes to bogie springs that the weight 
was evenly distributed over all wheels, and the 
dangerous situation averted. However, at the comple- 
tion of the program, when all N cars are completed, 
20BRN is to go back in, have the troublesome unit rip- 
ped out and replaced on the opposite side of the car, 
like all of the others. 

In the sheds were 11 painted N cars, at various 
stages of completion, while several more, unpainted, 
were being welded. 

Walking around, I noted burnt-out Harris cars, a 
bogie-less blue CE guard’s van, and two more still on 
bogies, a burnt NSWRA guard’s van, 27MT and 
29MT, both with broken windows, while 29 also had 
internal damage. 137M, battered and dented from the 
Berwick level-crossing crash/derailment on 12.10.82, 
was also present, minus its front bogie. I also noted a 
badly damaged 31MT, its underframe badly bent at 
one end, and the roof and doorway split and broken at 
the other bend. 

F216 was shunting several Southern Aurora and 
Spirit of Progress cars in for cleaning, as well as Norman 
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Above: The maintenance depot at Dynon Loco can do major engine exchanges of locos. Here we see an un-num- 
bered Y class with a newly fitted engine. 


Below: Aclose up view of the engine showing the main generator, lower left, and a roots blower above it attached to 
the motor. (Both photos Paul Moore) 
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and dining car Murray. M231 stood over near the 
steam locos. 


Over at the erecting shops, I found W255 shunting, 
while inside were a newly painted $300, minus its roof 
and fans; a newly painted, first series T class loco, 
minus its numbers; X48 and T342, both with parts of 
their bodies and equipment removed for repair, T373, 
1398, L1151 and L1169 were also inside, the Ls with- 
out their bogies. F202 stood in the doorway, while 
Y164 was being washed. Outside stood T376, T336, 
L1156, L1158, L1162, L1164 and L1167. One of the L 
class locos, with ‘English Electric Power’ written in the 
grime on its side, caught my eye — it was in that same 
position when I last visited Newport — about six 
months ago, and nothing has been done to it! 


L1165 stood further away, while in the painting 
shed, Y172 had just been done, and a middle series T, 
minus numbers, awaited similar treatment. 

Also outside the shops were a number of F and E 
class locos, most without their number plates, but 
numbers chalked on their ends and sides were all at 
various stages of being stripped of parts, prior to scrap- 
ping, while further across the yard, E1111, E1107 and 
E1103 had all suffered a similar fate. These join F206, 
F210, F214, E1104, E1105, W245, W251, W254, 
W256, W261, W264, W265, W266 and W267, all of 
which have been scrapped. Before long, all E, F and W 
class locos will be gone. At this point, may I ask a 
favour? Could somebody with the time, the informa- 
tion and/or the photos (of which I have none) run a 
tribute, pictorial or otherwise, in Newsrail, to these 
ageing pioneers of the VR non-steam fleet, which 
shortly will be nothing more than fond memories in 
the minds and hearts of many. 


Shortly after Christmas/New Year, I noticed S317, 
its nose wrapped in tarpaulins, standing in Newport 
yard. However, on this occasion, not only was there no 
sign of it, but the few people I spoke to knew neither of 
its whereabouts nor of its future. Will it be repaired as 
it was after the Broadford Loop crash with X33 on 
5.1.67, or will it be written off like its sister locos, $314 
and $316? I was told by several loco drivers that every- 
one at Dynon was uneasy while 317 was there — it 
reminded them only too well of what could easily hap- 
pen to any one of them. 


Actually, the crew of S317 was very unlucky — it 
was pointed out to me that if the underframe of the 
van had been about 5-6 inches lower, the loco probably 
would have ridden up over the van, instead of the 
other way around, and the crew would have lived to 
tell the story. However, this was not the case, and the 
van sheared the nose off the loco only inches above 
the underframe. 

Later, at Dynon, I received a surprise. Because of a 
train strike in NSW, I hadn’t expected to see any SRA 
locos. But the standard gauge turntable was full, with 
Y101, X44, K45, 42209, 42211, 42213, as well as 
42202 and 42217, both in the yellow-ended colour 
scheme. T411 was refuelled nearby. I was later told we 
have C, X and S class locos trapped in NSW at Albury 
whenever a Strike breaks out, so why should they have 
their locos back? A similar situation develops with the 
passenger sets — VR still used to run the passenger 
expresses to Sydney, with the result that all sets were 
stranded there until the strike ended. However, this 
time, VR ran buses, with the result that we still had our 
share of the sets. 
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I had noticed a large number of T and X class locos 
through Werribee (to and from Geelong and War- 
rnambool) and thought it may have been due to a 
shortage of B class locos, either because of their being 
sent back for rebuilds or being repainted and/or over- 
hauled. Thus I listed all non-orange B class locos which 
I hadn’t sighted for weeks, or even months. I listed 15, 
but by 23.2, this was down to four — B73, which has 
gone for its rebuild; B71, which was on display to crews 
at Dynon, with a plywood mock-up of what the rebuilt 
cabins will look like — most of its insides had also been 
removed. This loco has now gone from Dynon, proba- 
bly for its rebuild. B77 and B85 I haven’t seen for a 
while, but both badly needed a clean-up, as do B66, 
B67, B76, B78, B79 and several others, with 76, 78 and 
79 being the worst. B75 is still quite clean, being 
repainted within the last two years or so. B72 will pro- 
bably be one of the last to be repainted orange, having 
been overhauled and repainted blue and gold only 
months before the new scheme came out. B65, which I 
hadn’t seen for some weeks, amazed me on 21.2.83 — 
it ran an unscheduled express to Melbourne, passing 
Werribee about 18 30 with 39ACN, 37BRN, 16BN 
(my first sighting of this set). But the amazing part was 
that in these times of orange Bs, 65 has just been 
repainted — BLUE AND GOLD! Is it known when 73 
is due back? If so when? Have any other units gone for 
rebuilds? 


Orange Bs, in order of painting are: B64, B80, B84, 
B74, B81, B69, B83, B82, B68. L1150 is also orange. 

May I ask what has happened to L1166? I have seen 
all L class locos except this, and I read in your August 
or September issue that someone else had exactly the 
same problem! 


Radio equipped units are now quite numerous, and I 
am told units are being equipped literally as they pass 
through Dynon. While all ten C class locos have had 
radios for some years, no others had, apart from the 
five H class units, which were done for hump-shunting 
purposes. These now have the other radios as well, 
plus the characteristic stickers. Radio equpped units to 
date include: H1-5, X31-53 (I haven’t seen 54 for a 
while); B65, 68, 72, 80, 81, 84 (65, 72 are blue and 
gold, the others are orange); Y101, 161, others may be 
included; $301-313, 315 (300 in Newport under repair, 
317 undecided, 314 and 316 written off); T326, 348, 
352, 354-358, 360-364, 366, 369-372, 374-383, 387- 
389, 391, 393, 394, 396, 397, 399-401, 403-405, 407, 
408, 411, others may be included; C501-510. 

All numbers inclusive. Others may be included, but 
rather than risk error by guessing (since I haven’t seen 
them), I have left them out. I will try to supply an 
update on these for each issue of Newsrail. Are any Ls 
done? 

F215 was shunting near Dynon, while F201 stood 
on the hump. Still alive and kicking! E1102 and E1106 
at Dynon. 

Orange S and Z cars I have seen are 2BS, 2AZ, SAZ 
and 33CE, which is the first orange CE I have seen on 
the Geelong line, running in the 13 30 Geelong pass. 
on 23.2, behind B66. 

I have a number of questions on inter-working: We 
run locos into NSW and vice-versa. We also run locos 
into SA, so why don’t we get ANR locos running 
through into Victoria on broad gauge? When, if ever, 
will we see total inter-working between these three 
states, between all states, for that matter? 
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YARRAM LINE 
PASSENGER 
SERVICE 


Opposite: RM22 hauls a 
trailer into Lyndhurst on the 
09 15 Down Leongatha ser- 
vice on 20.2.81. (Mal Austin) 
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Above: DRC42 and DERM trailer waits at Clyde on the 0915 
Down Leongatha service. (Mal Austin) 


The Great Southern Railway from Dandenong to 
Yarram lost its passenger service a few years ago after 
nearly a century of service. During its final months the 
15 58 Down was ran as a mixed to try and keep it but 
all to no avail. When suitable rollingstock is available it 
is planned to re-open the service at least to Leongatha. 


Below: RM22 and trailer rest in the sun as the stationmaster at 
Leongatha is about to send them on their way. (Neil Lawson) 
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Above: B71 crosses one of the numerous trestle bridges near Meeniyan with the 06 45 Up Yarram pass. on 
Sat.10.3.79. (John Dare) 


Below: B79 and T384 ease over a bridge under repair near Lyndhurst on Sat.27.3.81 with the 06 45 Up Yarram 
pass. (Mal Austin) 
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Above: Dynamic brake equipped, T413 race away from Dandenong with the 06 45 Up Yarram pass. on 24.4.81. 


Below: T363 hauls a DERM trailer as it powers across the trestle bridges near Koo-wee-rup after a railmotor 
failure. (Both photos Mal Austin) 
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Opposite: During the final days of the 15 58 Down service, it 
was run as a mixed to try and keep it running. T410 and T358 
depart Loch in the early evening on Mon.19.1.81. (Greg King) 


Above: T408 rolls into Lyndhurst on the 18.2.81. The Louvre 
comes from Melbourne while the leading truck was picked up 
at Dandenong. (Mal Austin) 


Below: T408 glides the mixed over the trestles near Meeniyan, 
on Thurs.19.2.81. It was quick common for one loco to run it for 
a week. (Greg King) 
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General News 


More money for rail projects: The Federal Govern- 
ment will consider providing money for several new 
rail projects in Victoria. The Federal Minister for 
Transport, said that while budgetary constraints were 
severe, there were several projects the Government 
considered important. One of these would be the 
upgrading of the Melbourne-Sydney line, which would 
double its capacity and halve the travel time between 
the two cities to about seven hours. Such a project 
would cost several million dollars, but would allow the 
high-speed XPT train to operate between Melbourne 
and Sydney. 

The construction of a standard-gauge link between 
Adelaide and Melbourne was considered to be one of 
the most cost-effective rail projects in Australia, and 
that the Bureau of Transport Economics was now 
studying the feasibility of a link. The Federal Govern- 
ment would also increase grants to the States for 
improved and new public transport projects. 


Rail land for sale: Melbourne is to have one of its big- 
gest sales of prime residential land. The seller is the 
State Government and the return is expected to be as 
much as $10 million. The land is in Doncaster, close to 
Shoppingtown. It covers 24.2 hectares (60 acres). 
Prices are expected to fetch between $27,000 to 
$35,000 a block. The land is on the market because of 
the State Government’s decision to axe the proposed 
Eastern railway. The Government now intends to build 
a light rail line along the centre of the Eastern Freeway, 
finishing near the Doncaster Shoppingtown. 


Rebuilt Harris cars for Sandringham line: The first 
of the refurbished air conditioned Harris cars will soon 
start running on the Sandringham and Port Melbourne 
line. The cars are painted grey with an orange stripe 
and, internally are similar to the new Comeng train. 
The first of the rebuilt trains has been sitting in Flin- 
ders St yard for several months because of Union bans. 
Now it seems at long last that the set of four cars will 
finally be put to some use. The Government decided to 
stop the refurbishing program after finding the cost of 
each refitted train was three quarters of the cost of a 
new train, and that the refitted trains had only half the 
life span of the super-trains. Each Harris train cost bet- 
ween $1.5 and $2 million to be modernised. 


VicRail highly staffed: Victoria’s rail network is 
among the most highly staffed of comparable systems 
in advanced countries, according to a figure released by 
VicRail. In 1981-82 VicRail had 678 employees per 
million train kilometres, only exceeded by Italy (708) 
and NSW (680), which is cutting back its staff. (Age) 


Ticket machines for sale: VicRail has up for sale $2 
million worth of ticket vending machines because it 
says they cannot be programmed for the travel card 
zone system, a claim denied by the manufacturers. The 
machines have never been used, but have been left 
switched on for more than two years to prevent erosion 
of components. But the Australian Railways Union 
says it is now prepared to accept some use of the 
machines after opposing them in the past. More than 


at Yarraman as a Dandenong bound train departs. 


Centre pages: A woman is about to leave the train 
(Mal Austin) 
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140 machines were bought by the previous Liberal 
Government under a plan to have machines instead of 
staff on some stations, but the Australian Railways 
Union initially refused to work where the machines 
were operated. (Age) 


Stony Point line: The Minister of Transport has 
announced that this line will see passenger trains again 
soon, much to the delight of the locals, and as soon as 
suitable rollingstock is available (it is unlikely to be a 
railcar). It is rumoured that the service will be operated 
by a T class with upgraded Harris cars. There has been 
little maintenance carried out on the line and VicRail 
has commenced a program of work in anticipation of 
passenger services resuming. On 1.3, T330 was seen 
passing through Baxter with a ZL, 12 VOWAs and ZL 
at 0755. The train was timed to arrive Hastings at 
08 15, the loco run around and run to Bittern and drop 
sleepers in the section. (HG) 


Train performance improves: In a recent press 
announcement the Minister of Transport has con- 
gratulated VicRail and its staff for a job well done. Over 
the last 12 months 94% of trains have been within 6 
minutes of schedule. This has been the best result for 5 
years. As well as this, patronage has taken a steady rise. 
Figures released reveal that, over the first 8 weeks of 
1983 ridership is up to 13 million. This represents a rise 
of 11% on 1982 figures. Riders accounted for during 
the last 20 weeks represent an increase of 8% on 1982 
results. The barrier count conducted by VicRail at city 
stations puts usage at 259,000 people per average 
working day. This is the highest since 1975. The figures 
are indeed encouraging and with the continued invest- 
ment and interest shown in public transport by the pre- 
sent Government there is no reason why these figures 
should not improve even more. The next stage of the 
underground loop brings the Northern lines into the 
service and this should also encourage more people to 
use VicRail services to the city. 

Sunshine sightings: A reader has supplied a list of 

trains sighted near Sunshine on Wed.16.3, between the 

hours of 13 00 and 15 00. 

At 13 00 an X class on the Adelaide block steel train 
was seen crossing the overpass and heading down 
the Brooklyn loop line to run via Geelong. 

At 13 26 a block Ford train with a first series T class 
and 8 BLW vans and ZLP passed through Sunshine 
on its way to Geelong, via Newport. 

At 13 28 NSW 42217 and 12 AOOX wagons went 
through on a Down SG goods. Meanwhile C508 
with 28 bogie wagons stopped at the Down home 
arrival signal on the goods line with 9127 Jet. 

At the same time (13 45) ageing T class 325 went past 
with a heavy ballast train and stopped C508. Both 
trains were waiting on a Y class on a local Up Brook- 
lyn goods which appeared at 1350. C508 then 
moved off only to come to a stop at the home 
“stick”? at Sunshine. Behind this another Up goods 
crossed the overpass from Brooklyn hauled by a Y 
class with 30 sheep and cattle wagons. A Down Ben- 
digo train raced past C508 and then another Up 
goods ran over the overpass from Brooklyn with 
some oil wagons at 1417. The Jet finally left 
Sunshine at 14 23 following closely by the Down 
Ballarat pass. (GMcL) 
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Traffic 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE 


Warrnambool line passenger services resume after 
fire damage: Passenger services resumed from 
Fri.18.3.83. The first through train was scheduled to be 
No.8235 on that day. Altered schedules were issued for 
all trains to take into account the longer time needed to 
traverse the Terang - Warrnambool section. During 
the time when passenger services ran only between 
Melbourne and Terang, a bus service was substituted 
between Terang and Warrnambool. The bus trip took 
37 minutes against the train schedule of 32 minutes 
and about 6 minutes were spent transfering passengers 
and their luggage at Terang. During the time the speed 
restriction is in force, Down trains are allowed an 
average of 48 minutes Terang to Warrnambool while 
Up trains are allowed 44 minutes. (WDSRS) 


SERVICETON LINE 


Western sightings: On two consecutive Sundays in 
March No. 9130 Up Jet has featured some interesting 
power combinations. On 13.3, the train was seen near 
Dimboola hauled by three C classes in the form of 503, 
508 and 509 with a load of 36 vehicles for 1700 tonnes. 
The next week it was hauled by no less than 5 locos 
with C504, 508, 503, S309 and 310. This time the load 
was 45 vehicles for 2200 tonnes. 


CTC problems discussed: A meeting of railway men at 
Dimboola has endorsed an agreement on automatic 
traffic control along the Melbourne - Serviceton line. 
The meeting was pleased that the Minister of 
Transport wanted centralised traffic control, 
decentralised in country areas. Mr Crabb and the 
Australian Railways Union’s Victorian branch have 
agreed that the first stage of CTC should operate from 
Melbourne and the second stage be based at Ararat. 
More than 30 Wimmera traffic controllers are affected 
by the new technology. (PM) 


Patchewollock line to be upgraded: VicRail plans a 
two year maintenance program on the Hopetoun - 
Patchewollock railway, beginning next financial year. It 
will restore the line sufficiently to permit goods train 
speeds of 30 km/h for four-wheel wagons hauled by T 
class locomotives. (PM) 


Grain deliveries: Nhill topped Grain Elevators Board 
deliveries in western region in the drought harvest of 
1982-83. Farmers delivered 9950 tonnes of wheat to 
Nhill storage during summer. The board’s final harvest 
figures confirm the drought’s impact on grain produc- 
tion. The elevator system received 333,318 tonnes of 
wheat, barley and oats, well down on the 1981-82 state 
harvest of 3.29 million tonnes. The state’s farmers 
delivered 294,051 tonnes of wheat compared with 2.7 
million tonnes in the preceding harvest. The board’s 
final figures for the harvest just ended are: Western 
region, 127,632 tonnes of wheat, barley and oats; 
central, 17,914; eastern, 78,015; Geelong, 15,368; 
ao 72,225; southern, 16,202; Portland, 5959. 
PM 


Bolangum line future in doubt: The Bolangum line is 
in the local news again. The line has only survived 
because of the need to run seasonal grain trains. 
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However in the last two years the grain and occasional 
superphosphate traffic has been handled by road. The 
local farmers believe that, despite earlier misgivings, 
road transport has handled the traffic very well and 
that there is little need for a railway. The Government 
however, will consider re opening the line if a consul- 
tant’s report reveals that the railway is necessary. (PM) 


Multi units at Stawell: The following combinations of 
loco power were recorded through Stawell — 
Wed.2.3: T353, 382, 381, Up goods 40=63. 
Thurs.3.3: T354, 358, 385, Up goods 26=50. 
Mon.7.3: S307, X53, 50, Up pass. with 4 vehicles. 
Sat.12.3: $312, T382, T323, Up Jet 35=85. 
Mon.14.3: X49, S305, S310, Up pass. with 4 vehicles. 
Mon.21.3: X49, X52, X43, Up pass. with 4 vehicles. 


Interstate freights stranded: Numerous interstate Jets 
were Stabled in unlikely places on Thurs.3.3, due to 
industrial action over the location of the CTC panel. 
Many of the trains were stabled on sidings which have 
not seen a wagon for months, let alone a long interstate 
goods. Noted were the following: 
Stawell — C502 on a Up Jet. 
Ararat — C508 on a Down Jet. 

X35 and T371 on a Up goods. 

A freight train was also stabled here but minus loco 

C504 on a Down Jet reversed onto the Avoca line. 
Beaufort — C510 on a Down Jet. 


Rail work alters train workings: On Thurs.24.3 at 
13 00, B69 was noted at the Melbourne end of a Up 
Melbourne passenger train at Murtoa. T391 was 
stabled in the station yard. The Horsham passenger 
train had ran only as far as Murtoa that day to allow 
work to go on further up the line. At Horsham the 
public address system announced that an air condi- 
tioned road coach would take passengers between 
there and Murtoa to connect with the Melbourne 
trains. (BMW) 


PORTLAND LINE 


Future plans for this grain line and important deep 
water port: The vital Ararat - Portland line has been 
receiving much media coverage in the local press 
recently. A small mention was made of the local events 
in last month’s Newsrail. However a reader has sup- 
plied a much more comprehensive report of the ‘‘news 
behind the news”’ which makes interesting reading. 

Although this year, there will be no wheat shipped 
from Portland, due to the severe drought, plans are 
being made for the future. Recently displayed in the 
Portland Library, was three different schemes for 
upgrading the rail unloading facilities. The one that was 
shown as the preferred scheme, was to construct the 
unloading facilities at the west end of the present sort- 
ing sidings. These are located to the east side of Cape 
Nelson Rd. Amenities and a loco depot complete with 
a turntable would be built at the south end of the 
Exchange sidings (north of Julia St level-crossing). To 
give additional shunting sidings, more tracks would be 
laid between the recently constructed new loop 
(located between the sorting and exchange sidings), to 
the sorting sidings, and these would be adjacent to Port 
Rd. 
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This scheme has the least impact on the local 
environment, and especially on Fawthrop’s Lagoon, a 
local wildlife area. All the schemes required the 
recently installed overhead lighting pole at the new 
loop being painted black. These concrete poles caused 
a local uproar, when they were installed. The second 
scheme, showed the unloading facilities, on the west 
side of Cape Nelson Rd, between the new loop and the 
sorting sidings. Amenities would be built at the west 
end of the new loop, about 200 metres around from 
the exchange sidings. 

Scheme C, the one proposed by the railways initially 
was to construct a full reversing loop on the west side 
of Cape Nelson Rd, passing across the lagoon, and 
requiring relocation of Port Rd. The discharge facilities 
and the amenities would be located within the loop 
itself. The scheme while being the most efficient, for 
the railways, has the most severs impact on the area. 

From all accounts, and suggestions in the local 
press, it appears very strong that the Portland Town 
Council will accept the first scheme. VicRail has yet to 
speak-up and it is possible that the railways prefer 
another option. 

Mr B Chamberlain (Liberal, Western) criticised 
statements, in the Portland Observer of March 16, 
1983. He said it was clear that problems did exist at the 
port terminal. The slow ship loading rate did adversely 
affect the turnaround of trains. However, this had 
nothing to do with the capacity of the Portland to 
Ararat rail line. In 1979-80, 1,211,000 tonnes of grain 
was exported through the port, and the authority’s 
annual report of that year, made no reference to the 
rail line, although it did point to the slow ship loading 
rate. Wheat exports in the two following years were 
994,000 and 746,000 tonnes respectively. 

The Chairman of the Grain Elevators Board, Mr K 
Gross, advised Mr Chamberlain, that the current 
improvements being carried out at the port would 
increase the loading capacity to 1000 tonnes per hour 
by the end of this year, and that he was confident, the 
port could then handle two million tonnes of wheat ina 
full year. 

In the Portland Observer of March 21, the ‘‘shadow 
member’’ or ALP spokesman for Portland, Mr Bill 
Sharrock criticised Mr Chamberlain’s comments. Mr 
Sharrock said ‘‘And until the line is upgraded, we must 
all keep pressure on those who make the decisions. 
Portland’s future is at stake. Until these improvements 
are completed, then Portland’s future as a grain ter- 
minal is in doubt. It should never be forgotten that 
Geelong will fight to maintain its position, and that 
there is a VFGA report suggesting the shipping chan- 
nel at Corio Bay could be deepened to accept, at full 
pa, the largest grain vessel currently calling at Port- 
and’’. 

As Portland is able to take deep draught ships, the 
situation exists that the larger ships are required to 
come to Portland from Geelong or South Australian 
Ports to ‘‘top up”’, so as to carry a full economical load. 

One of the main bottlenecks affecting the unloading 
of rail trucks is the discharge facilities themselves. 
They were designed for GY wagons, and not hopper 
wagons. When GYs are being unloaded, feverish 
activity is required of the workers, to keep up with the 
system, but when a large bogie grain hopper is posi- 
tioned over the discharge pit, it can unload faster, than 
the conveyor belt can carry the grain away. Also, grain 
trains are required to be broken up into units of 12 
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GYs or equivalent, so as not to block a level crossing, 
while passing over the weighbridge. 

If the line has a capacity of 24,000 tonnes per day, 
only some 83 days, or four months, working five days 
per week, are required to cart the grain into Portland. It 
is interesting to note that to load grain at the rate of 
1000 tonnes per hour, takes the same time, as to cart 
the grain in — 83.33 days. Clearly a matched system is 
required. An extension of the grain discharge facilities, 
coupled with more longer loops will increase the 
volume and efficiency of grain handling at Portland. 

The Port of Portland Authority, also entered the 
argument, saying that ‘‘VicRail have recognised for 
some time that there are limitations in their ability to 
deliver grain to the Port. VicRail’s plans for the 
immediate future include the following improvements 
to the Ararat to Portland line. 


1. Seven new loops. 


2. Three extensions of existing loops, so as to have the 
capacity of 50 bogie vehicles. 


. Continuous welding of rail. 
Grade easement at four locations. 
Strengthening at six rail bridges. 


Finally — automated signalling system to reduce 
transit time and therefore increase overall efficiency 
and throughput of the line. (WAD, Portland 
Observer) 


DAW 


BENDIGO LINE 


Bendigo - Echuca pass. service: Investigation into and 
improvements to the Bendigo - Echuca passenger ser- 
vice, via Elmore and Rochester, has been given top 
priority in a submission to VicRail. The submission 
was prepared by the Loddon - Campaspe Regional 
Planning authority, at the request of VicRail. An 
authority official said the submission was sought 
because VicRail was restructuring timetables and 
operation of country rail and bus services. (FS) 


Lockington land: A hectare of VicRail owned land in 
Lockington will be leased to the Rochester Shire Coun- 
cil for development into a recreation reserve. The land, 
which is in the centre of the Lockington township, has 
been the subject of some years of negotiation between 
the council and VicRail. (FS) 


More workshop’s staff: A total of 22 new jobs had 
been added to the North Bendigo Rail Workshops 
since the Cain Labor Government came to office. The 
workshops had taken on 14 additional apprentices and 
eight laborers, and the increases had brought the total 
level of employment up to 473. The trades included 
metal fabrication, electrical fitting, fitting and turning, 
as well as electrical mechanic and blacksmith appren- 
ticeships. (FS) 


Low northern grain harvest: Wheat receivals at 
Deniliquin for the 1982-83 season totalled 14,430 
tonnes. This was about 50,000 tonnes less than last 
year. Drought conditions caused the lowest grain har- 
vest for about 40 years. The GEB final totals were: 
wheat 294,051.17 tonnes; barley 39,184; oats 83.72. 
Wheat receivals included: Bunnaloo 5806 tonnes; 
Deniliquin 14,430; Echuca 1074; Echuca, Neals 1226; 
Mathoura 1906; Wakool 4111; Warragoon 2350; 
Balranald 2745; Barham 3011; Hay 1486; Moulamein 
1871. (FS) 
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Castlemaine station facelift: Passenger facilities at the 
Castlemaine station will be upgraded to more modern 
standards. The facelift will include an enclosed waiting 
area with heating, comfortable seating and modern 
booking facilities. The station has a National Trust 
classification and is included in the register of Govern- 
ment Buildings Advisory Council Act and care needs 
to be taken on the method and external appearance 
adopted. (FS) 


ALBURY LINE 


Rail passenger services to return to Cobram: The 
Numurkah to Cobram rail passenger service is to be 
restored on a daily basis. Work on upgrading the track 
to accept heavier B class and X class locos will com- 
mence in March and should be completed by June. 
The upgrading of the track will allow the passenger 
train to proceed direct to Cobram. The Sunday services 
will also be extended from Numurkah to Cobram. A 
co-ordinated road coach service has operated between 
Shepparton, Numurkah and Cobram since 1981 
following recommendations contained in the infamous 
‘Lonie Report’. 


Mangalore station: VicRail has called tenders for the 
removal of the weatherboard station at Mangalore. 
The building comprises 5 rooms and 2 public waiting 
rooms. The sale of the property is to include existing 
pe rear and side fences. Tenders closed on April 13. 
FS 


EASTERN LINES 


Sightings at Buffalo: During February and March, 
trains have been running every weekday conveying 
mainly superphosphate traffic. 

On Mondays the Down regular oil train to Barry 
Beach which usually consists of a T class and 6 or 7 
VTQYs and a ZF van passes through Buffalo at about 
08 30. 


On one occasion recently this train was worked by 
two T classes and they returned with about 10 VOCX 
wagons and a ZF van. Normally this loco returns as a 
bona (engine and van) or can, at times, pick up empty 
super wagons on the way. The empty oil wagons are 
normally returned on Thursday’s train. It would 
appear, from observations, that the Tues.-Fri. trains 
run only as far as required and rarely make it all the 
way to Yarram and occasionally terminates at Buffalo. 

Locos sighted recently on this line are T375, 376, 
365, 407, 349, 360, 393. 


Warragul report: Often at weekends, the set of cars 
which normally sit idle at Warragul for the entire 
weekend are taken to Melbourne on the Friday. It is 
presumed that the cars are needed for special train use 
or to make extra space on a heavily patronised 
weekend service. This event happened on Fri.4.3, but 
5 cars and a van were taken, leaving only 3 cars anda 
van for Saturday’s 0600 Up service. The extra car 
taken to Melbourne was 26BW account a broken com- 
munication cord. 

On Tues.22.3, No.8421, due at Warragul at 17 29 
arrived at 17 55 with 3 cars and a van hauled by two L 
classes. The second L loco had its pantograph lowered, 
so had presumably failed and been rescued by the lead- 
ing L class. 

Over the Easter period the spare carriage set was left 
at Warragul on Friday for the 0600 Up service on 
Saturday. This routine was necessary as with Saturdays 
timetable operating on Good Friday, in effect two 
Saturday schedules were operated in succession. This 
means that the Saturday service is unbalanced, with 
one more Up service than a Down service. In normal 
circumstances the carriage balancing is carried out by 
the 04 40 Down train on Mondays. If the spare set is 
taken to Melbourne, this is returned on one of the 
Down Sunday trains. Extra trains were run to 
Bairnsdale on Thursday and Friday for Easter. 

Australian National van CD3 is still in use on Tra- 
ralgon line passenger trains. (CR) 


T330 rolls a special consisting of workmen’s sleeper vehicles through Bungaree on Sat.26.6.82. (Greg King) 


Works 


Box Hill works: At the Box Hill Transport Centre, 
surfacing of the Up platform was completed early in 
March. Lighting has since been erected on the Up plat- 
form and the passenger ramps, a passenger shelter is 
being erected and signals have been installed on both 
tracks in the vicinity of the new platforms. A report in 
the local press stated that trains should start using the 
new station during May. (DSG) 


Relaying: Relaying works with 119 Ib rail is proceeding 
on the main Western line and the gang are now work- 
ing between Horsham and Jung. The reclaimed rail is 
then inspected and used for relaying the Gheringhap - 
Maroona line. Work on this line is presently between 
Gheringhap and Inverleigh. 


Murtoa signalling alterations: 

On 6.3.83, the following alterations were effected. 

No.25 catch points were abolished. 

No.24 points and No.23 plunger were abolished. 

Signal post Nos. 8 and 10 and the disc signal on post 
No.15 were abolished. 

Lever No.23 was made a pilot lever. 

Lever Nos. 24, 40, 47 and 71 were sleeved normal. 

Lever No.25 was sleeved reverse. 


Murtoa - Horsham section changes: As part of the 
upgrading of the line to CTC the Electric Staff Section, 
Murtoa - Horsham was abolished on 8.3.83 and train 


staff and ticket introduced instead. At the same time at 

Horsham a new control panel and illuminated diagram 

was provided. 

Home signals Nos. 2, 3, U4, 6, U6, 8, 10 and 12 were 
re-numbered, 6, 10, 12, 30, 32, 26, 24 and 28 
respectively. 

Repeating signals Nos. A10653 and A10916 were re- 
numbered A3233 and A3310 respectively. 

Sixty-six km/h indicator signals were added to new sig- 
nal No.12. 

Signal aspects were altered on new signals No.12 and 
32 and the medium speed aspects are approach oper- 
ated on signals Nos. 12, 24 and 32. 

Emergency low speed signals Nos. 6, 24 and 26 are 
approach operated and time cleared. 

Points Nos. 3, 7 and 9 were re-numbered 7, 27 and 29 
respectively. (WAD) 


Ararat Loop: The trackwork for the new crossing loop, 
on the Down side of Ararat, is virtually complete. Both 
turnouts have been installed, and only a few metres of 
track required to be laid during mid March. The Up 
end of the loop is just past the ‘Stop’ board, about two 
kilometres from Ararat. (WAD) 


Bungaree: Bungaree station recently entered the 
realms of power signalling. During early March, 
electric lights were fitted to the semaphore signals at 
the station in lieu of kerosene lamps. (WAD) 
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Ringwood - Croydon duplication: With completion of 
the duplication between Ringwood and Bayswater 
work is now in full swing on the above project. Earth- 
works are complete for almost the full length and two 
new replacement bridges — Eastfield Rd overbridge 
and the bridge over Mt Dandenong Rd have been 
completed for some time. (Similarly to Ringwood - 
Bayswater, this project had been subjected to on and 
off again construction work). Tracklaying has com- 
menced with the first section being on the Up side and 
through the Dublin Rd level-crossing this will be the 
future Up track and trackwork consists of heavy 
60 kg/m rail on prestressed concrete sleepers. A lot of 
activity has centred on East Ringwood where the island 
platform has just been completed and work continues 
on the construction of a retaining wall where the new 
Up track will sweep around the station. New overhead 
catenary masts have been erected — for both old and 
new lines and stringing up of overhead wiring has com- 
menced at East Ringwood and towards Croydon. Con- 
a of the new Croydon station is yet to begin. 
DW 
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More boom barriers: On Thurs.17.3 boom barriers 
were brought into operation at the level-crossing at 
Manchester Rd, Mooroolbark. The barriers replaced 
the flashing lights that used to protect the crossing. 


Ararat bridgework: One lane of the Vincent St bridge 
just west of Ararat has been in use for some time as 
work is progressing on the second lane. Meanwhile, 
the next bridge on the Down side of Ararat (Laine St) 
has been closed so it can be rebuilt. Materials have 
been stockpiled on the site for many months. (PM) 


St Arnaud level-crossing: On Thurs.24.3 workmen 
were noted completing the installation of new flashing 
lights at the Howitt St level-crossing at St Arnaud. 
(BMW) 


Opposite and below: After giving trouble for a long while the 
broad gauge turntable at South Dynon Loco was replaced by a 
reconditioned one bought from Benalla during Jan.1982. 
These views show the sections on the new ones being placed 
in position while pieces of the old one can be seen in the back- 
ground. (Both photos A. E. Watson) 
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RAILTOURS 


Opposite: RM58 is dwarfed by the spans of 
the Westgate bridge as it passes under- 
neath and heads for the Mobil oil sidings 
Spotswood. ARHS Melbourne yards tour 
26.2.83. (Ray Chapman) 


Below: F215 hauls 34MT and 39CP on an 
RTA tour from Geelong to Gheringhap, on 
Sat.2.10.82. Here we see it just by the 
Moorabool viaduct. (Roderick B Smith) 
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Above: 62RM wanders quietly along the Sale wharf line during its visit to Sale and Maffra on an RTA special on 


Sun.27.6.82. (Roderick B Smith) 


Below: B67 with the ARE Portland tour pauses at Myamyn Loop on Sat.5.3.83. (Ray Chapman) 


Rollingstock 


Railmotors still a problem: The DERMs and DRCs 
are still causing VicRail a headache. Of the 9 available 
DERMs and 4 DRCs it is not uncommon to see most 
of them out of service. This has been the case on a 
number of days in March forcing VicRail to operate 
loco hauled trains or buses. For instance on 24.3, there 
were 7 DERMs out of action and 3 DRCs. 


Van 36CE: This van painted in the blue and yellow 
scheme was seen rolling through Lilydale in early 
March. The van, minus its bogies was on the back of a 
semi trailer. (FM) 


Loco report: 

Standard gauge units: X44, 45, 46, 47, 51, 54, T410, 
411, Y101, 102, 104, 115. All X classes fitted for 
through running except X44. 

At Newport for overhaul: L1151, 1153, 1156, 1158, 
1162, 1165, 1167, 1169, 1172, 1174, S300, 317. 
X37, 48. T333, 336, 342, 359, 376, 398. B85. 

Rebuilding at Clyde: B73 sent 27.1.83, 77 and 60 sent 
10.2.83. It is assumed that loco B85 will be stripped 
internally soon and forwarded to SA. 


S317: After the collision at Barnawartha, this loco was 
brought to South Dynon on 21.6.82 where it was set 
aside pending the Coroner’s inquest and a decision on 
its future. Late December the engine and generator 
were removed. On 17.1.83 the loco was moved to 
Newport. It has now been decided to rebuild the unit 
and it was recently noted in the erecting shop having its 
nose restructured. The ‘nose work’ appears to follow 
the standard Clyde ‘bulldog’ nose with which it was 
originally built. Just how close the VicRail shape will be 
to the original will be awaited with interest. 


Locos to be scrapped: As at 19.3.83 the following locos 
were seen at the Spotswood Reclamation Depot for 
scrapping: W251, 254, 261, 265, 266. 


DRC upgrading: The much trouble plagued Tulloch 
rail cars may have finally been developed into a more 
reliable machine. The four cars are being progressively 
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fitted with new equipment at the Bendigo Workshops. 
One of the cars (DRC43) is completed and at the time 
of writing was undergoing extensive test runs before 
being placed into regular services. Briefly the job 
involved installing a diesel alternator to supply power 
for lighting and airconditioning and other electrical 
improvements. The most obvious improvement to 
passengers will be the fitting of new seats with woollen 
fabric instead of the vinyl upholstery and carpet in 
warm colour tonings and the painting of the exterior in 
the now common tangerine and silver. The four cars 
should be completed by the end of the year. 


Wagon RY1124: Four wheeler RY1124 stencilled, 
“Terminal traffic between Newport Workshops and 
Brooklyn Tip’ was noted at Stawell on 26.3. 


Workmen’s sleeper wrecked: A local contractor has 
wrecked 97WW and 461W at Ararat. By 6.3 the vehi- 
cles had been reduced to underframes. These were cut 
up the following week. 


Rail tractors: The following sightings were recorded 
during March: 

RT9 Kyabram 

RT27 Yarrawonga 

RT34 Warracknabeal 

RT42 Horsham 

RT52 Echuca. (BMW) 


Stabled at Donald: On Mon.14.3 the following locos 
were recorded at Donald — Y140, T363, T377 and B75 
in yellow and blue livery. (BMW) 


New diesel locos: In the March issue of Newsrail 
(p.56) we mentioned the fact that VicRail had called 
tenders for 20 new locomotives. Further information 
has come to light about these units. Their appearance 
and design will be similar to the NSW 422 class but 
employ more modern technology. Ten of the units will 
be 2500 hp models for passenger and freight train 
operation whilst the other ten will be 3300 hp, similar 
to NSW’s 81 class units. First of the new locos should 
be delivered by late 1984. 


New weedspray van, 2WZ, 
converted from a ZL to 
replace older equipment is 
seen at Bendigo Fri.21.5.82. 
(Roderick B Smith) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Bayswater problems: On Tues.1.3.83, a derailment 
occurred in the Bayswater yard. VOBX46 derailed on 
the points leading to the Up end stub extensiorf of the 
No.3 road, whilst being shunted by B66. About 20 
metres of track was damaged but apparently no 
damage was done to any rollingstock. (DSG) 


Overhead problem at Drouin: The 00 30 Down Tra- 
ralgon goods hauled by L1161, L1159 and T361 on 
Tues.15.3 caused damage to the overhead near 
Drouin. The problem was traced to a defective pan- 
tograph on L1161 but damage was so severe that single 
line working was introduced on the Up line. Several 
goods trains were seriously delayed as a result. The 
empty cars 04 40 Down Warragul train terminated at 
fon ip and connected with buses from Warragul. 


Down Warrnambool pass.: On Sat.19.3 this train was 
hauled by S309, S311. Loco $309 developed a hot box 
and had to be detached at Colac. $311 was turned on 
the turntable and hauled the train to Warrnambool 
after a delay of 42 minutes. $309 was left in No.3 road 
at Colac. On 30.3.83, S309 was moved to the freight 
centre road and the cow catcher removed. A crane 
lifted one end of the locomotive and the bogie was 
removed. The offending axle was replaced and the 
bogie put back under the locomotive. 


Waurn Ponds goods delayed: On Thurs.10.3, the 
2000 Up Waurn Ponds goods with a load of 2283 
tonnes hauled by T321, T362 and Y133 stalled on 
departure from South Geelong. Fortunately the Down 
Warrnambool pass. had just arrived at Geelong and its 


loco, B61 was sent to assist. After about 30 minutes the 
train was hauled into Geelong yard. 


Bacchus Marsh pass.: The 1700 Down Bacchus 
Marsh pass. was delayed all the way to Rockbank on 
Tues.22.3, due to a hot box on BPL70. The train with 5 
cars hauled by T354 was held at Rockbank for 30 
minutes whilst the car was removed. This problem 
seriously delayed other trains on the heavily congested 
line. 


Timber train derailed: The 09 25 Up Orbost goods 
hauled by T369 was derailed near Bruthen on 
Wed.23.3. Ten wagons conveying timber and the 
guard’s van came off the tracks. Rerailing took 10 
hours but the line was open at reduced speed at 21 00. 


Geelong goods fails: On Wed.23.3, loco S308 whilst 
hauling the 19 15 Down Geelong goods failed between 
Seddon and Yarraville. The train consisted of a load 
equal to 54 vehicles with a load of 1288 tonnes. Relief 
loco T393 took the train onto Newport. The incident 
had serious affects on the suburban system and buses 
were run from Footscray to Williamstown until the 
section was clear. 


Oil train off rails: The 16 00 daily Paisley to Wodonga 
oil train came to grief between Bowser and Springhurst 
on Fri.8.4, when 14 of the 29 vehicle train came off the 
tracks. The accident was a potentially disastrous one 
when fuel began leaking from the overturned tank 
wagons. The standard gauge track was also blocked by 


During the Ash Wednesday disasterous fires, the railways 
seemed to get off relatively light. Here we see one section of 
track just west of Terang that was closed for a few days due to 
burnt sleepers. 
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the accident but fortunately none of the wagons caught 
fire. The train was hauled by $301, T374 and Y109 but 
these units were not involved in the derailment. The 
accident occured about 01 30 and the following vehi- 
cles were derailed, VTQA471, VTQA484, VTQF313, 
VTQY671, VTQY673, VTQY672, TWX650, 
VTAY214, VTQY576, VTQA473, VTQA378, 
VTQA238, VTQY288. The derailed wagons caused 
damage to about one kilometre of track. The Up 
Southern Aurora, Spirit of Progress and Albury trains 
were replaced by buses from Albury. Standard gauge 
goods trains were stabled at Alumatta, Glenrowan, 
Chiltern and Wodonga loops. Both lines were opened 
to normal traffic late on Saturday afternoon. 


FALSE START FROM ALBURY BY 
INTERCAPITAL DAYLIGHT EXPRESS 


On Sth April (Easter Tuesday) No.65 Intercapital 
Daylight Express due to arrive Albury at 16 40 duly 
arrived 8 min. late in tow of a jumbo (442-class) which 
are not acceptable to run on the Victorian Railways, so 
it was replaced on the point by 42219. Leaving Albury 
at 17 00 — still 8 min. late — as train 8652, we crossed 
the Murray and after negotiating the tortuous tracks 
and deathtrap level-crossings, were proceeding to go 
places and see things after passing Wodonga loop, but 
had not gone all that far when an emergency brake 
application was soon followed by a cloud of dust pass- 
ing the windows of car 8. This indicated to your 
observer that we were either off the track or had hit 
something, as indeed we had when we ground to a stop 
at approximately 17 15 not far south of Wodonga. 

An attempt to investigate what was protruding from 
under the front of the loco on the Up side was frus- 
trated by officialdom, but it transpired we had collected 
an elderly gent who was attempting to cross at an 
occupation crossing known as Tobin’s Crossing which 
in the event he failed to make, probably (being a local 
who always ‘know when the trains run’ made no 
allowance for us being late). His machine was severely 
mangled and its occupant killed. There was an immedi- 
ate traffic jam on the nearby highway as spectators 
stopped to rubberneck (and some to help if needed) 
and there we sat waiting after a PA announcement that 
‘This train has been involved in an accident’ (self-evi- 
dent) and later all were advised to sit down as there 
might be a bump (there wasn’t) and then we learnt 
that we were to be hauled back to Albury and might be 
transferred to buses for the rest of the journey. Even- 
tually were heard ‘noises off’ as 42213 had come down 
in our wake, exploded one detonator and eventually 
coupled up with the brakevan at 18 30. 

While this has been going on we were entertained by 
S308 passing slowly on a Down broad gauge freight 
and at 18 40 we started to move back from whence we 
had come at a very sedate pace, crossing an Up stan- 
dard gauge freight with a 422 on refuged in Wodonga 
loop. Arrival back at Albury was at 1910 and here 
those destined to connect with the Overland disem- 
barked and proceeded on by bus. Then 42213 ran 
round and noises indicated that S15 Riverina XPT had 
arrived in our rear ahead of its 19 30 schedule. At 
19 38 we whistled out and proceeded to retrace our 
steps through Wodonga, where the Up standard gauge 
freight was still held up to give us passage. Once clear 
of this we proceeded to go places and see nothing at a 
furious pace, overtaking S308 working a return Up 
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freight on the broad gauge. At Chiltern loop a north- 
bound standard gauge freight was refuged for us and 
we passed Wangaratta (Alumatta loop) non-stop at 
20 26 and Benalla ditto at 20 46, passing en route an X 
working the Down Albury passenger. 

Approaching Violet Town loop we were checked and 
put in the loop while X47 tore through on the Spirit of 
Progress non-stop while we were there from 21 02- 
2105 — a good ‘meet’ by the standard gauge con- 
troller. There was another long northbound freight 
refuged for us at Longwood loop passed at 21 25 and 
while we held the main at Seymour loop to cross the 
Southern Aurora at 21 44 and were soon by Seymour. 
Weariness overtook your observer soon thereafter and 
while conscious of the clatter of crossing the broad 
gauge at Tallarook and Apex Siding, near Kilmore 
East, the next thing noted was a check approaching 
what I thought must be Wallan Loop, but in fact was 
Donnybrook loop, where we crossed another north- 
bound standard gauge freight simultaneously an X 
northbound likewise on broad gauge thundered by, so 
I was unable to get either loco number! There was 
nothing at Somerton and we negotiated the Jacana 
flyover without incident and were soon circumnavigat- 
ing Melbourne in that curious approach made by stan- 
dard gauge which if it had gone the logical way via 
Coburg, would have eliminated two flyovers, for 
passenger trains at least, and saved at least half an hour 
into the bargain! After a long and slow crossing of the 
Maribyrnong River viaduct which is undergoing re- 
decking, and another approaching Albion, we were 
soon racing through Sunshine and down to West 
Footscray Junction, where the rot set in and it took 
over 20 minutes to effect an arrival on platform 1 at 
Spencer St at 23 21 or 181 minutes late. 

To cap the night’s proceedings, it took me another 
hour by two trains and a taxi to reach home after mid- 
night. Still, I’ve had many a rougher ride on a cable 
tram ...! 


Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday 
nights? Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 
A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 


NEWSRAIL 


Taildisc 


READER’S QUERY 


A reader from Canberra writes seeking information 
on the layout of the yard at Bet Bet. Can any reader 
help by supplying an answer to the ‘mystery’. Mr 
Dunn’s letter is repeated here. Replies should be sent 
to the News Editor. 


“‘I was recently given a Victorian Railways Book of 
Signals, effective 14th January 1930. Bet Bet station, 
on the Mildura line is not only listed as an interlocked 
station, but reference is made to a Branch line. While 
no diagram was provided, the arrangement of signals 
was: 

The following fixed signals are provided — 

Down arrival home, main line. 

Up departure home, main line. 

Up arrival home, main line. 

Up arrival home, branch line. 

What branch line would be referred to here? Could it 
have been a ballast line of some description? Would 
any of your readers be able to throw some light on the 
matter? 

I have a Working Timetable for the Northern and 
Midland Districts, dated 28th October, 1940, which 
makes no reference at all to Bet Bet as a junction sta- 
tion, nor does it list any services or arrangements to 
any trains which might start or finish there. It seems 
rather puzzling’’. 


FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


The Department of Transport and Construction has 
available — free of charge — an interesting brochure 
which details the construction of the Alice Springs to 
Darwin rail link. Whilst it is not entirely devoted to rail- 
way aspects, it also explains environmental aspects and 


| employment opportunities, the brochure is neverthe- 


less a good insight into the construction methods and 
problems faced by engineers who have to tolerate the 
harsh and changing conditions of inland Australia. It 
will be a brochure the reader can keep for historical sig- 
nificance. 

Copies can be obtained from the Department of 
Transport and Construction, PO Box 111, Dickson 
ACT 2602 — attention Mr P Rogers. 

The Bureau of Transport Economics also produce an 
interesting brochure which displays an extensive range 
of transport related publications. The prices of each 
item is listed together with a brief description of the 
topic. 

Readers who are interested in finding out more 
about the fascinating subject of transport — rail, road, 
air and sea — can write and ask for a publication list to 
the Bureau of Transport Economics, PO Box 501, 
Civic Square, ACT 2608. 


TRAMS FOR SYDNEY? 
Many of our members are also keen on tram and 


light rail operation. With the Victorian Government’s 


obvious interest in light rail operations then perhaps 
many present heavy rail enthusiasts will have to re- 
educate themselves to fondly look at these two aspects 
of public transport as both have an important part to 
play in Australia’s development. Melbourne of course, 
has a well deserved reputation as having one of the 
best extensive tramway networks in the world. Other 
Australian capital cities look at our transport network 
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with a certain amount of envy. People from Sydney 
often remark that they wish their former tramway net- 
work was still intact. It is therefore interesting to record 
that part of the Labor party’s policy is to closely 
examine plans for a modern tramway network in 
Sydney. The Federal Transport Minister said that there 
is a real need for a heavily populated city such as 
Sydney to seriously think of improving their congested 
transport system with pollution free modern electric 
trams. Should the decision to go ahead be given the 
necessary funds would be provided under the urban 
transport improvements plan. (KW, Herald) 


BOOK REVIEW 


The Mount Morgan Rack Railway: J. W. Knowles, 
52 pp., 140 x 215 mm, published by the author. 


From its inception in 1898 until replaced by a leng- 
thy deviation in 1952, the Mount Morgan Rack Rail- 
way — all 2315 metres (1 mile 35 chains) of it with a 
total rise of 114 metres (374 feet) — provided an 
operational problem for Queensland Railways on the 
important Dawson Valley group of lines. 

John Knowles has thoroughly researched the back- 
ground, authorisation, survey, construction, operation 
and history of this line and its ‘captive’ Abt system 
rack locomotives. His findings are well presented and 
detailed with hitherto unpublished illustrations, 
diagrams and a map. 

With its maximum gradient of 1l-in-16.5 (the 
average from Moonmera to the summit station of 
Moongan was 1-in-20.3) the Mount Morgan Rack 
Railway was by world standards not especially steep, 
nor very long, nor were the rack locomotives par- 
ticularly large. But it was one of only about 175 such 
railways in the world, and one of only two in Australia: 
the other on the private Mt Lyell Railway in western 
Tasmania, had longer, but similar gradients, but used 
smaller locomotives. It too, was closed in 1963. 

In view of their special interest and complexity, the 
author expands his description of the equipment, 
working and control of the two types of special rack 
locomotives which worked virtually all trains climbing 
or descending the incline, fully and interestingly. The 
safe operation of the incline without serious accident 
for over fifty years is a credit to the Quensland Rail- 
ways and the enginemen who manned the rack 
locomotives, which were confined throughout their 
working lives to 23 miles of line. 

The intensity of working on the incline is best indi- 
cated by the restriction of loading for a single rack 
engine to 80 tons when climbing and only 100 tons 
descending, requiring up to 32 rack loads per day at the 
peak. What has not hitherto been generally known are 
details of the several attempts by Queensland Railways 
to work the incline with adhesion locomotives without 
rack assistance. However, throughout its life the prac- 
tice was for mixed and passenger trains at least. 

All in all this is a very good publication, full of infor- 
mation and interest and some statistics embodied in 
the text which is pleasurably readable, despite some 
curious typographicals. Copies are available from the 
distributors, the Australian Narrow Gauge Railway 
Museum Society (ANGRMS), PO Box 270, North 
Quay, (Brisbane), Queensland, 4000. The recom- 
mended retail price is $4.00 plus postage. (JLB) 


125 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: Mr. Robert Hoddle, New South 
Wales Government surveyor at Port Phillip District, 
marked out a town see at the beach, (now Port 
Melbourne), and planned a line from Melbourne in 
1839. This did not eventuate. 


This month’s quiz: With this year marking 21 years of 
standard gauge service, when was construction of the 
line commenced? 


WHERE IS IT? 


Some months ago we published a picture of present 
day Katamatite, and drew attention to the Shire-built 
(2) booking office situated at the end of the platform. 
We called for readers to submit photographs of this 
now demolished building and now, this 1913 view 
opposite has turned up in the ARHS archives. It was a 
busy place in those days . . . with the mixed pulling into 
the platform, van goods in abundance and yes even 
several passengers awaiting its arrival. One final ques- 
tion. Does any reader know when the old office was 
demolished? (AW) 


18RM sits in the sun as it awaits 
departure from Katamatite on 
17.7.48. (R B McMillan) 
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RAILFAN 
SHOP 


® BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

® BADGES @ RECORDS 

@ SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 99 


WANTED TO SELL 


Express Mail Order: N scale Sentinel NSWR C-38 loco- 
motive kits, a few left at the old price of $99 posted. N scale 
Minitrix British and American locomotives now in stock. 
Send SAE for stock/price lists to Dept. N, PUP Productions, 
20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437. 


BRANCH LINE . 
TTT ccc cc cs reser Reece inn Tmt TT 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


I 

I 

I 

I 

; 498 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 

I OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 

I CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 

f 

I 

I 

! 


TRAIN WORLD | 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 1 
Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 1 


HOBBYCRAFT 


1 
: I 
for Model Railways 1 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
1 
I 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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PACKING AND POSTAGE ADD $1.50 


T. SHIRTS WHITE OR 
CREAM 

WHITE OR 
CREAM 

14-22 WHITE OR 
CREAM 

MENS 14-22 WHITE OR 
CREAM 

LADIES 8-18 WHITE OR 
CREAM 


LADIES V-NECK 


SPORTS SHIRT 
WITH COLLAR 
SLOPPY JOES 


SLOPPY JOES 


STYLE 


@ eae Qowenirs 
35 TODD FAABEEr 


PO. BOX 10 size 


ALICE SPRINGS 5750 (i Os 
TELEPHONE (089)623128 =A 


AN IMPORTANT 
NOTICE CONCERNING— 


THE AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
PHOTOGRAPHER MAGAZINE 


The publisher wishes to apologise for 
the delay to issue No. 1, originally 
scheduled for release 1st May, 1983. 
The new release date will be announced 


in a following issue of Newsrail. 


RESERVATIONS STILL BEING TAKEN. 
Price remains at $2.75 posted to you. 


Please send a 240 x 120 SSAE to reserve a 
copy or for further information to: 


PHOTORAIL PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 4, 
Mowbray, Tasmania, 7250 


@ Please DO NOT forward money ® 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 


$12.50 


$15.00 


$14.00 


COLOUR .... 


NUMBER .... 


$6.95 ‘4 POCKET PRINTS:- 


Available in all sizes of 
@® T-Shirts ® Ladies V-Neck 
@ Sport Shirts ® Sloppy Joes 


ONLY PRINT AVAILABLE FOR CHILDRENS 
SIZES 1 - 2 - 4 $6.00 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 24sec esinae 08 


THE AUSTRALIAN 
RAILWAY PHOTOGRAPHER 


PRE-PUBLICATION PREVIEW 
OFFER 


A Full Colour 
Poster 


(425 mm x 600 mm) 
FEATURING EX TGR STEAM LOCO 
CCS23 AND TRAIN AT 
DEVONPORT, TASMANIA 
Full price $4.00 posted direct. 

Payment to — 
PHOTORAIL PUBLICATIONS 


P.O. Box 4, 
Mowbray, Tasmania, 7250 


(Allow around 4 weeks delivery) 
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